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MICHAEL P. VICTORINO
                       Mayor

                               DON S. GUZMAN     
                                             Prosecuting Attorney     

                            ROBERT D. RIVERA
                                  First Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

                            ANDREW H. MARTIN
                                Second Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

DEPARTMENT OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
COUNTY OF MAUI

150 SOUTH HIGH STREET
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAII  96793

PHONE (808) 270-7777  •  FAX (808) 270-7625

TESTIMONY
ON

H.B. 1874 - RELATING TO 
CRIMINAL OFFENSES

AGAINST SENIORS

February 22, 2020

The Honorable Chris Lee
Chair
The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura
Vice Chair
and Members of the Committee on Judiciary

Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Prosecuting Attorney, County of Maui respectfully submits the
attached Maui County Council resolution, adopted on February 21, 2020,  in support of H.B.
1874. 
  

Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide testimony on this bill.
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Comments:  

Honorable Representative Chris Lee, Chair, Honorable Representative Joy A. San 
Buenaventura, Vice Chair, and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary: 

Maui County Office on Aging is in strong support of HB1874. This bill will allow for 
enhanced penalities against perpetrators of elder abuse. Protecting our Kupuna is one 
of the core activities of the Maui County Office on Aging. Unfortunately, elder abuse is 
far too common. By creating enhanced penalities for crimes against seniors and a 
consistent age at which those enhanced penalties are applied, we believe we will see a 
reduction of instances in which Kupuna and their family members either fail to report 
such crimes or are forced to pursue civil action rather than criminal justice. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 

 







      
       MICHAEL P. VICTORINO

                                 Mayor

                     DON S. GUZMAN
                   Prosecuting Attorney

ROBERT D. RIVERA
First Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

                      ANDREW H. MART IN
              Second Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

    DEPARTM ENT OF THE PROSECUTING ATTO RNEY
  COUNTY OF MAUI

150 SOUTH HIGH STREET
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAI’ I  96793

PHONE (808) 270-7777  •  FAX (808) 270-7625

THE HONORABLE CHRIS LEE, CHAIR
THE HONORABLE JOY A. SAN BUENAVENTURA, VICE CHAIR

HOUSE COM M ITTEE ON JUDICIARY

THIRTIETH STATE LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2020

February 24, 2020

RE: HOUSE BILL 1874; RELATING  TO CRIMINAL OF FENSES AGAINST SENIORS

                
Good afternoon, Chair Lee, and members of the House’s Judiciary  Committee. My name is Jeffery
Temas, I have been licensed to practice law, here, in Hawaii, since 1987; and, I have now entered
my fifteenth year as a Maui County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney; at present, I am in the felony
screening division, where cases are in-taken, to decide whether and what to charge. As part of my
duties, I am also one (1) of two (2) deputies assigned to Maui's Elder Crime Unit, which Prosecutor
Don Guzman created to address what is now nationally recognized as an under-served area; the
prosecution of those who prey on our seniors, one of the most vulnerable groups in our community. 

As a Deputy Prosecutor, I submit the following testimony in support of the purpose and intent of
H.B. 1874, which, in a nutshell, proposes to introduce and then standardize age as an element for
certain financial, property, and violent crimes against seniors; further, to make those particular
offenses against seniors applicable regardless of the perpetrator's knowledge of the victim's age. 

H.B. 1874 is not so much revolutionary, as evolutionary, we already have Hawaii Revised Statutes
§ 708-812.55 [Act 187, Session Laws 2011] on the books, which, in essence, sets-out that a person
commits the offense of Unauthorized Entry in a Dwelling in the First Degree, a class B felony, if the
person intentionally or knowingly enters, unlawfully, into a dwelling and another person was, at the
time of the entry, lawfully present and was sixty-two years of age or older. When this statute was
passed, the legislature understood home invasions were traumatic experiences for victims and may
also be especially frightening for vulnerable elderly present during the intrusion. Further the
legislature intended that it shall not be necessary to prove that a defendant knew or had any reason
to know that the person lawfully in the dwelling was sixty-two years of age or older. [Please refer
to Conference Committee Report No. 32.]
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February 24, 2020

H.B. 1874 addresses seven (7) current sections in the Hawaii Revised Statutes, either introducing
and/or standardizing the age of (60) as a watermark; if a person commits a certain financial, property,
or violent crime against a person aged (60) and older, regardless of the perpetrator's knowledge of
the victim's age, the resultant consequences can be felony level prosecution.

Crimes, in general, are traumatic experiences for their victims; however, one can opine that crimes
committed against our most vulnerable, our growing elderly population, are especially traumatic
experiences for these victims, creating devastating financial and physical consequences. Hawaii's
population is aging fast; and, these proposed amendments are being made in proactive response to
a need necessary to protect our aging future. 

H.B. 1874 would give prosecutors the [discretionary] ability to now charge a felony, such can act
as a significant deterrent to criminals, who talk among themselves; and, if we can have this new
legislation passed, criminals will learn committing a crime against a person aged (60) and older
carries significantly greater penalties. 

By now setting and lowering age, such expands our seniors rights; such is our new law of the
splintered paddle; a statement is being made, to the world, this is how Hawaii protects our growing
senior population. 

Please help Maui to again snare the sun, for all island seniors, so as to shine on these amendments
to show the world Hawaii wants to protect our seniors on these beautiful islands we call our home.
This is the inevitable future progress of the law; we just want that now.

If not now, when? 

If not by us, whom?

For these brief reasons, I respectfully request this honorable body give favorable consideration  to
H.B. 1874; and, I thank you in advance for any opportunity to personally present this testimony.  

Respectfully yours,

/s/ JEFFERY TEMAS
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney
Department of the Prosecuting Attorney
Maui County, Hawaii



We strongly support this bill. Crimes, in general, are traumatic experiences for their victims;
however, we opine, crimes committed against our most vulnerable, our growing elderly
population, are especially traumatic experiences for these victims, creating devastating financial
and physical consequences. Hawaii's population is aging fast, as a percentage of our population,
and these proposed amendments are being made in proactive response to a need necessary to
protect our aging future. 

For such reasons, we respectfully request your favorable consideration of HS.B. 1874 and thank
you for any opportunity to testify in further support.
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HB-1874 
Submitted on: 2/22/2020 12:40:56 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/24/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1874.  Please pass. 

Thank you. 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
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